
 
As the parish administrator it is my job to ensure we are being good stewards of the financial resources 

you have entrusted to us. Not just because it’s my job but like many of you I am a parishioner, donor, and 
former school parent. I’m committed to ensuring that this vibrant, active and diverse parish is able to continue 
its ministries and the mission to help others encounter Jesus Christ.  Just as each of you, like myself, manage 
your household finances, so must the parish.   
  The annual report is intended to provide a snapshot of parish life and the condition of our finances and 
overall operating budget from the prior fiscal year.     Below is a brief highlight, but I hope you will take the time 

to review the report to get a better sense of the financials and the amazing work of our ministries.  The good 
news is that despite the continuing challenges of the pandemic we ended the year in the positive. This was 
primarily due to a generous bequest from a parishioner as well as direct donations for the Tabernacle Project.  
Be assured that we budget very conservatively and monitor our expenses closely.  Fortunately, we were able 
to maintain staff levels, continue ministry and outreach programs, support the school through the parish 
subsidy, and cover the continued decrease in Ordinary Income which was under budget by about $45,000.  
Ordinary Income is Sunday envelopes and online giving.   

Ordinary income accounted for 66% of the total revenue.  For most parishes this is typically closer to 
80%.  This is most concerning as our ordinary income, while up 3% from prior year, has not yet returned to 
pre-pandemic levels.  Ordinary income is the basic source of income that pays for all our ministries as well as 
day to day operations. The reality is that we cannot continue to operate with the current level of giving as we 
move forward, as our expenses and ministerial needs are only increasing.  While staff salaries and benefits 
make up the greatest percent of operating expenses, utilities continue to increase as well as the cost of 
maintenance and repairs and other expenses.  You might ask “why can’t we just dip into our savings”.  Those 
reserves are there for a truly rainy day and to pay for some larger facilities repairs that are pending.    

As we transition into fall and this beautiful time of the year, we are asking you to consider your roles as 
stewards in our parish community. Your gifts of time, talent and treasure are essential components in making 
our faith community work. We ask you to reflect upon your involvement with the parish: its importance in your 
faith life, the activities and opportunities you participate in, the potential for deeper engagement, and the 
sharing of your financial resources to keep our parish viable.  

At the end of the month, you will receive your stewardship renewal letter from Fr. Kevin.  You will have 
an opportunity to prayerfully consider and make a pledge to commit part of your treasure to financially support 
the parish programs and operating costs.  These pledges make it possible for OLG to be financially 
responsible in planning the budget for the coming year.  If you are new to the parish or not registered yet, 
please reach out to the parish office and we can assist you.   

Everything we have is a gift from God and we’re called to share these gifts with others. Stewardship 
is our response to God’s generosity, continuing as his followers, the mission of Jesus Christ.  Your gifts matter, 
and they are making a difference in our parish and the wider community.  While the continuing challenges of 
the pandemic are still being felt in many ways, we have much to be thankful for as we reflect on this past year.  
These challenges required of us faith, prayer, perseverance, and creative problem solving.  Our community 
remained strong supporting and caring for one another.  I think that speaks to who we are as a parish.  As you 
prayerfully discern your financial support for 2023 I ask you to remember this – your stewardship is a visible 
sign of your gratitude to God for the many gifts you have been given.   

If you have questions regarding the Annual Report, the Stewardship of Treasure campaign or anything 
else regarding the parish please feel free to reach out to me.  I’m happy to answer any questions you may 
have.  
 
Thank you, 
 

Michelle Scheving 
Pastoral Assistant for Administration 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish  


